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was closed, the Eawi was transformed into the student of a capital, and often undertook to master the whole body of ancient literature........One of these marvels of memory was AM ?1 Kasim Hammad, who flourished about a century after the Hijra, and enjoyed the favour of the Khalifs "Welid ibn eAbd el Melik and Hisham.    The house of Omayyeh has seldom a good word from Moslem writers, but it is impossible to doubt the services to literature of these great Khalifs, particularly in preserving the compositions of the past, which were in danger of being lost  through the fall of so many of the reciters in the ceaseless wars.    Much did indeed perish, and had it not been for men like Hammad, and his patrons, we should now probably be without a single specimen of the pre-islamic poetry.    "Welid asked Hammad on one occasion  how  much poetry he knew: Hammad  replied that for each letter of the alphabet he could recite one hundred long poems rhyming with that letter, all composed by poets of the Ignorance.    Welid resolved to try whether or no this was an idle boast, and bade him begin his recitation.    Hammad began and went on until the Khalif was worn out with listening, and withdrew, leaving a trusty person to hear Hammad to the last.    At that sitting he recited two thousand nine hundred kasi-dehs, being one hundred for every letter of the alphabet, all of which had been composed by poets who flourished before Mohammed.
It was not only by repeating great quantities of verse that the Eawi must seek for reputation: he was bound to remember apposite verses in every conceivable circumstance. Many of these feats are recorded, and, though we may doubt whether they were performed impromptu,